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ABSTRACT
Article Info- The purpose of the present study was to investigate the discriminant predictive power of musical

intelligence and successful intelligence on wisdom among piano players.

This research employed a correlational design. The statistical population comprised piano players
in Arak city during the 2023 academic year. A sample of 300 piano players was selected. Data collection
instruments included the San Diego Wisdom Scale (Thomas et al., 2022), the Successful Intelligence Scale
(Grigorenko & Sternberg, 2002), and Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences Inventory (Gardner, 1983). For the
discriminant analysis, participants were categorized into two groups: 180 individuals with low wisdom and
120 individuals with high wisdom. Data were analyzed using SPSS version 28 software, employing the
discriminant analysis method.

The results of the discriminant analysis indicated that musical intelligence and successful
intelligence significantly contribute to wisdom. The analysis correctly classified 62% of the
participants into groups based on their wisdom levels. Factors such as musical intelligence and
successful intelligence were found to be significant predictors of wisdom. Therefore, the wisdom of
Key words: piano players appears to be influenced by their successful intelligence and musical intelligence.

Wisdom, Successful Musical intelligence encompasses analytical, creative, practical, and wisdom-based components,
Intelligence, Musical | which are utilized in both composing and performing music. These intelligences also play a role in the
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Intelligence understanding and knowledge of music among piano players.
Extended Abstract Unal, 2023). Emo‘_cion management assesses a Person’s
. capacity to effectively handle negative emotions and
1. Introduction emotional stress while fostering positive emotions.
isdom is a complex, multi- Value relativism examines the acceptance of diverse
component personality trait that value systems and an interest in understanding others’
includes insight, emotion perspectives (Jeste et al., 2021). Assertiveness pertains
management, prosocial behavior, to the ability to make timely decisions and a comfort
assertiveness, social counseling, level with decision-making (Thomas et al., 2019).
and value relativism (tolerance or Social counseling refers to the ability to provide sound
acceptance of different views and opinions) (Thomas advice and guidance to others (Thomas et al., 2022).
etal., 2022; Leeman et al., 2022). Insight measures the On the other hand, Robert Sternberg’s balance theory
desire and ability to understand oneself and one’s of wisdom posits that wisdom is a product of
actions at a deeper level. Prosocial behavior successful intelligence and implicit knowledge
encompasses empathy, compassion, altruism, and a (Sternberg, 2019). Successful intelligence is a
sense of fairness, evaluating an individual’s ability to confluence of analytical, creative, and practical
maintain positive social relationships and exhibit abilities that enables individuals to adapt to, select, and
compassionate or conscientious behavior (Cambaz & shape their environment to achieve goals withina
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given socio-cultural context (Sternberg, 2015, 2018,
2021). Successful individuals adapt to, change, and
select their environment by balancing their analytical,
creative, and practical thinking skills (Sternberg et al.,
2021).

Sternberg also conceptualized musical intelligence by
integrating Howard Gardner’s theory of multiple
intelligences with his own theory of successful
intelligence. In Gardner’s framework, musical
intelligence involves proficiency in patterns, rhythms,
and sounds; individuals with high musical intelligence
often have a strong appreciation for music and excel in
composing and performing (Sheoran et al., 2019).
According to Gardner, this type of intelligence is
cultivated through participation in culturally valued
activities that foster the creation of unique mental
patterns (Cavas & Cavas, 2020).

Given that both successful intelligence (Sternberg,
2019, 2021b; Sternberg et al., 2021, 2023) and musical
intelligence (Sternberg, 2021b) are theoretically linked
to wisdom, this study aimed to investigate the
diagnostic role of musical intelligence and successful
intelligence in predicting wisdom, specifically among
piano players. This research sought to examine the
capacity of musical intelligence and successful
intelligence to differentiate between piano players with
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high and low levels of wisdom.

2. Materials and Methods

This study employed a correlational design. The
statistical population consisted of piano players in Arak
city during the 2023 academic year. A sample of 300
piano players was selected. Data were collected using
the San Diego Wisdom Scale (Thomas et al., 2022), the
Successful Intelligence Scale (Grigorenko & Sternberg,
2002), and Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences Inventory
(Gardner, 1983). For the discriminant analysis,
participants were divided into two groups: 180
individuals with low wisdom and 120 individuals with
high wisdom. Data were analyzed using SPSS version
28 software via discriminant analysis.

3. Results

The discriminant analysis revealed that musical
intelligence and successful intelligence are significant
predictors of wisdom. The model correctly classified
62% of the participants into their respective wisdom
groups. Both musical intelligence and successful
intelligence were found to significantly influence
wisdom. Consequently, the wisdom of piano players
can be influenced by their levels of successful
intelligence and musical intelligence.

Table 1. Results of equality test of means and conventional diagnostic coefficients

dependent variables f dfl df2 sig
analytical intelligence 8.964 1 298 .003
creative intelligence 15.151 1 298 .001
practical intelligence 16.904 1 298 .001
musical intelligence 16.794 1 298 .001

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The primary objective of this research was to examine
the discriminant predictive power of musical
intelligence and successful intelligence on wisdom
among piano players. The findings indicate that
successful intelligence significantly predicts wisdom, a
result consistent with previous research (e.g., Sternberg
et al., 2023, 2021; Sternberg, 2019, 2018, 2015). This
finding can be explained by the concept that individuals
with high successful intelligence achieve a balance
between intrapersonal, interpersonal, and extrapersonal
interests, adapting to and shaping their environments in
the short and long term. Such individuals, possessing a
harmonious blend of analytical, creative, and practical
abilities, demonstrate wisdom by considering not only
their own benefit but also the well-being of others and
the broader community in their decisions. Thus, it is
reasonable to conclude that successful intelligence
plays a crucial role in predicting the wisdom of piano

players.
Furthermore, musical intelligence, encompassing
analytical, creative, practical, and wisdom-based

components, appears to guide pianists toward wise
decision-making, fostering actions aligned with
benevolent and public interest goals. This suggests that

musical intelligence can also predict the wisdom of
piano players. The analytical, creative, and practical
aspects inherent in musical intelligence are applied not
only in composing and performing music but also in
deepening a pianist’s understanding and knowledge of
music.
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